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"An Assessment of General Practitioners’ Awareness and Attitudes Toward the
Applications of Artificial Intelligence in Healthcare: A Case Study in Gerash, Iran"

Arefeh ferdousi
M.D. General Practitioner
www.arefeh.ferdousi@gmail.com

his cross-sectional descriptive study assessed the level of awareness and attitudes
toward artificial intelligence (AI) in healthcare among 26 general practitioners in
Gerash, Iran. Findings revealed that physicians demonstrated moderate knowledge of
Al’s fundamental concepts, with 85% acknowledging the necessity of specialized
training and 92% agreeing that Al could improve diagnostic accuracy and treatment
outcomes. While 88% rejected the notion of Al fully replacing general practitioners,
most perceived it as a complementary clinical tool. Ethical considerations were a
major concern for 73% of participants, half expressed apprehension about potential job
displacement, and 35% indicated possible impacts on patient—physician trust. All
respondents supported integrating Al-related competencies into undergraduate medical
curricula, and 88% expressed willingness to participate in Al training programs. These
results underscore the urgent need for structured educational initiatives and ethical
governance frameworks to facilitate the responsible and effective integration of Al
into primary healthcare practice.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, General Practice, Awareness, Attitudes, Primary
Healthcare, Gerash



